Albion Area Chamber of Commerce
Meeting Minutes

March 31, 2011
Opening:  The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m., at Crowley’s Restaurant, by President Fawn Huya. 

Present: James Mikovch, Community National Bank; Ed Kempf, Community National Bank, Ginger Allen, Crowley’s Restaurant; Christopher Roth, The Albion News, Fawn Huya, Marquette Savings Bank; Evelyn Osterberg, Marquette Savings Bank; Dr. Karen Downie and Tammie Clinger, Northwestern School District; Jennifer Bach and Amber Lyons, Erie Together.
Approval of Minutes: Karen Downie moved that the minutes from the February 24 meeting be approved. Evelyn Osterberg seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Ed Kempf presented the treasurer’s report.  He noted that he has received and deposited 18 Chamber of Commerce memberships for 2011.  He had two more to deposit after the meeting.  Expenditures for the month were reported at $133.48 with an additional invoice for $95.64 to Kurt Geer for website domain registry.  Mr. Jim Mikovch moved to approve the report with the additional expenditure to Kurt Geer, Fawn Huya seconded the motion with unanimous approval by all members present.

Correspondence

No correspondence presented.
Old Business
Elections:
One director position remained open from the previous meeting’s election.  Mr. Bob Rabell had expressed interest in filling the 3-year position.  Mr. Ed Kempf moved and Mr. Jim Mikovch seconded that the 3-year director vacancy be filled by Bob Rabell.  Motion was approved unanimously.

2011 Membership Drive:
Letters have been mailed out to all prior year participants and many additional businesses in the area, approximately 100 letters were sent.  As reported in the treasurer’s report there are 18 renewals to date with 2 others being received at the meeting.  Typically there are about 35 members total.  Fawn had approached Conneaut Township about becoming a member.  Mr. Jim Mikovch suggested to mention the membership drive in The Albion News article.
New Business

Old Fashioned Days:
President Fawn Huya reported that the Lion’s Club will not be participating this year due to a scheduling conflict for their annual golf outing.  There will be no car show or cruise-in as in year’s past.  The date for the event is August 13, 2011.  She is looking for suggestions on how to fill the void to draw the adult crowd.  The Lucky Duck Race and Kid’s Games are slated to remain.  Last year the wrestling boosters held a fundraiser with Cow Patty Bingo and a cornhole tournament.  She is hoping they will return with the same type of event.  A dog parade was suggested.  Evelyn Osterberg commented that flyers could be placed around at area veterinarians to help promote the event.  Ginger Allen said the Model A Ford Club may be interested in participating, she will follow-up with members.  President Huya asked that all members keep thinking of possible ideas for the next meeting.

Upcoming Meetings: 

April 28 – Valenza

May 26 – Crowley’s 

June 23 – Valenza

July 28 – Cherry Hill Drive In

Aug. 25 – Crowley’s 

Sept. 22 – Valenza 

Oct. 27 – Crowley’s 

Nov. 17 – Valenza

December – no meeting 
Drawing for Attendance Prize: Ms. Amber Lyons won the attendance prize. 

Adjournment:  President Huya adjourned the meeting with a motion by Mr. Jim Mikovch and second by Ginger Allen.  Following adjournment, the two guests from Erie Together continued with their presentation.
Erie Together:  Jennifer Bach and Amber Lyons were invited by Karen Downie to share their initiative, Erie Together.  The group is not looking for financial support but rather the willingness of the community to become involved and aware that poverty is a community problem not just an individual’s problem.  The hope is to strengthen the community by involving all walks of life.  They are working on a county level, but would like to reach out to area communities where a possible need is evident.  They are currently active in Little Italy, Northeast, and Girard/Lake City communities.  They are hoping to involve area businesses as community partners with needy families in the area.    Overall, the project sounds like it would be beneficial to our local families and businesses who are willing to participate.
Respectfully submitted, 

Tammie Clinger
Secretary 
