Albion Area Chamber of Commerce Meeting Minutes Sept. 23, 2010 – Steppingstone Café


Albion Area Chamber of Commerce 

Meeting Minutes

Sept. 23, 2010

Opening: Vice President Fawn Huya called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. at Steppingstone Café, Albion Pennsylvania. 

Present: Liz Pavolko, Albion Area Library; Fawn Huya, Marquette Savings Bank; Amber Wellington, The Albion News; Kurt Geer, Cherry Hill Drive In Ice Cream; Jim Mikovch, Community National Bank of NWPA; Ed Kempf, Community National Bank of NWPA and Dr. Karen Downie, Northwestern School District

Approval of minutes: Liz Pavolko noted a correction to the minutes of Aug. 26. She noted that the attendance prize was won by Dan Ries.  Jim Mikovch moved to approve the minutes as amended. Ed Kemp seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Old Business -

Treasurer’s Report: Ed Kempf presented a written report (attached). He presented two bills. The previous month’s bill from the West County News Journal for an ad that was published in the Albion Fair Book, as well as a new bill from Gazette Newspapers for an ad that was published in the Albion News fair supplement. 

Mr. Kempf said that he would speak with the ad rep at the West County Journal, and inform them that they are not authorized to run an ad without Chamber permission. 

Liz Pavolko moved to pay the two bills and approve the treasurer’s report. Kurt Geer seconded the motion. All members voted in favor, with one abstention: Amber Wellington, who works for Gazette Newspapers. 

Website monthly drawing: Webmaster Kurt Geer reported that there were 11 entries for this month’s prize:  a spirit pack from Northwestern School District. Boots Merritt was the winner. 

Jim Mikovch noted that he was never contacted by the second winner of SeaWolves tickets, Joan Baxter. He said that, as the season had ended, he would offer her tickets for next year. Amber Wellington said that she would contact the winner and let her know. 

Farmers’ market: Members noted that participation in the Farmers’ Market had begun to dwindle. Amber Wellington said that she hoped next year there would be more attendance. She said that she would put a notice in the paper at the beginning of next year to remind farmers of the market during “seed planting time.”

Ed Kempf and Jim Mikovch, of Community National Bank, which is across the street from the site (the Albion Fire Department) said that every time they looked out the window, the stands appeared to be busy. 

Sidewalk Project: Nothing to report. Jim Mikovch suggested chamber contact the new Superintendent at SCI Albion, Michael Harlow, to let him know about the project and ask for his support. Amber Wellington said that she would compose a letter to Mr. Harlow and also invite him to attend the next chamber meeting. 

Facebook Fan Page: Kurt Geer reported that there were six fans on the Chamber Facebook Fan page. Amber Wellington said that she hopes to utilize the page to increase attendance and interest in chamber-sponsored events. She noted that she will also upload photos to the page of events, to show people who did not attend what they missed. 

Email List: Amber Wellington presented an email listing she had for members of chamber. She noted that this was what she had received from the previous secretary. She asked members to update their email addresses. Kurt Geer said that he also had a list he would share. 

New Business – 

President Greg Allen: Fawn Huya said that she had received a call from President Greg Allen, stating that he had been deployed for the next year. She said that she did not expect a formal resignation from him. However, she said that she would assume the duties of president until the next election. 

Santa’s arrival: Fawn Huya said that she was working on preparations for Santa’s arrival and the annual lighting of downtown. She reminded members that the event takes place on the first Thursday after Thanksgiving at 7 p.m. outside the fire hall. Karen Downie said that she would make arrangements for the Elementary School Chorus, Fantasia and the Handbell Choir to perform. She said that she would also make arrangements for the sound system to be available. She cannot emcee the event, however, because she will be attending a conference. Fawn Huya said that she would take over the emcee duties. Fawn Huya said that she would also arrange for a local clergyman to attend the event and conduct the convocation. She reminded members that she will need cookies. 

Holiday Lighting Contest: Fawn Huya asked members if they were interested in holding the lighting contest this year. She said that she was okay with letting it go. She said that in the past, many residents became discouraged, as the same person won it each year. Karen Downie suggested that perhaps chamber should state that residents are only eligible if they have not won in the past three years. Alternative prizes and methods of holding the contest were also discussed. The event has been going on for more than five years. Last year’s prizes were $100, $50 and $25. Members decided that this year, they would look for participation from the community, allowing homeowners to enter their homes. Entries will be taken until Dec. 1, with photos of homes, and addresses listed in The Albion News in the Dec. 9 issue. Judging will take place Dec. 9-13, by public vote. All votes must be cast by 5 p.m. on Dec. 13 at Marquette Savings Bank, on the website or via email to the webmaster. The winners will be announced in the Dec. 16 issue of The Albion News. 

Elections: Members discussed the upcoming election, and decided it would be held during the Feb. 2011 meeting. 

Up for reelection will be: 

President  (currently vacant) 

Vice President (currently Fawn Huya)

Treasurer (currently Ed Kempf) 

Secretary (currently Amber Wellington) 

And the 2010 Board Members: 

Evelyn Osterberg (Marquette Savings) 

Dr. Karen Downie (Northwestern School District) 

Elizabeth Pavolko (Albion Library) 

Kurt Geer (Cherry Hill Drive In) 

Foundation Funds: Jim Mikovch noted that the chamber may be eligible for grants from the Kostkan and Mikovich Foundations for specific projects. 

Attendance Prize:
Jim Mikovch won the attendance prize. 

Adjournment: Ed Kempf moved for adjournment at 12:52 p.m. Liz Pavolko seconded the motion. 

The next meeting will be held Thursday, Oct. 21 at Valenza Restaurant, in Albion at noon. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amber Wellington

Interim Secretary
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